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Instructions 

▪ There are four (4) sections to this paper: 

o Section A – answer both questions (2 questions = 2 answer booklets) 

o Section B – answer both questions (2 questions = 1 answer booklet) 

o Section C – answer all questions (3 questions = 1 answer booklet) 

o Section D – answer one (1) question in essay form (1 question = 1 answer booklet) 

▪ Write the question number you are answering on the front cover of the answer booklet. 

▪ All answers must be written in English. 

▪ You must make sure your answers address: 

o Criterion 3 communicate geographical ideas and information. 

o Criterion 4 identify and apply geographical concepts to geographical phenomena. 

o Criterion 5 identify geographical processes and their relation to geographical change. 

o Criterion 6 identify geographical issues or challenges and possible solutions. 
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Guide to Exam Structure 

 

  

  Questions 
available 

How many 
questions to 

answer 

Suggested 
working time 

Marks available 

Section A 2 2 45 minutes 

All criteria are 
assessed using 

extended ratings of: 

A+ to z 

Section B 2 2 45 minutes 

Section C 3 3 45 minutes 

Section D 5 1 45 minutes 

Total 12 8 
180 minutes 

(3 hours) 
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Section A 

▪ Answer both questions in Section A. 

▪ Use a separate answer booklet for each question in this section. 

▪ It is suggested you spend approximately 45 minutes on this section. 

▪ This section assesses Criteria 4 and 6. 

▪ You must refer to the Information Sheet: Proportion of World Urban Population 1950–2025 

and the Data Sheet: World Population Data (2020) when answering both parts of Question 1. 

 

Question 1 

a) Describe the process of world urbanisation since 1950 and projected to 2025 as shown on the graph on 

the Information Sheet. 

b) From the Data Sheet identify one (1) country with a high urban percentage and one (1) country with a 

low urban percentage and record those statistics. For each selected country, choose two (2) other 

indicators and explain how those indicators would match and support the level of urbanisation in each 

country. 

Question 2 

a) Describe two (2) demographic challenges facing rural and/or remote Australia. 

b) Discuss one (1) solution or program that is being implemented to address one (1) of these challenges. 

c) Assess the possible outcomes of this action over time. 

  



GGY315120 Page 4 of 8 

Section B 

▪ Answer both questions in Section B. 

▪ Use a separate answer booklet for this section. 

▪ It is suggested you spend approximately 45 minutes on this section. 

▪ This section assesses Criteria 4 and 5. 

 

Question 3 

Explain the key causes of anthropogenic climate change and discuss important ways in which this process is 

contributing to land cover change across the world. Refer to at least one (1) More Developed Country and at 

least one (1) Less Developed Country in your answer. 

Question 4 

Identify and describe one (1) form of human activity that is creating land cover change in one (1) country and 

describe important social and environmental impacts of this process. 
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Section C 

▪ Answer all three (3) questions in Section C. 

▪ Use one (1) answer booklet for all questions in this section. 

▪ It is suggested you spend approximately 45 minutes on this section. 

▪ This section assesses Criteria 3 and 5. 

 

Question 5 

Define the term globalisation and describe ways in which that process is affecting the global community, both 

economically and socially. 

Question 6 

Discuss how and why cities are major centres for social and economic change in the modern world. Refer to 

two (2) major cities in your response. 

Question 7 

Describe current trends in economic and cultural power and influence with reference to both More and Less 

Developed Countries of the world. Refer to specific countries and/or regions in your answer.  
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Section D 

▪ Answer one (1) question from Section D in essay form. 

▪ Use a separate answer booklet for this section. 

▪ It is suggested you spend approximately 45 minutes on this section. 

▪ This section assesses Criteria 3 and 6. 

 

Question 8 

Choose one (1) megacity in a developing country and explain why that city has become increasingly urbanised 

over recent decades. Describe two (2) major challenges that have arisen as a result of this increased 

urbanisation, and for each discuss a strategy that has been put in place to solve the problem. Assess the 

effectiveness of these strategies. 

OR 

Question 9 

Choose one (1) of the following: 

▪ glacier and ice sheet retraction 

▪ rising sea levels leading to land cover loss 

▪ cropland/pasture loss and/or degradation 

▪ desertification 

▪ coral reef loss and/or degradation. 

Explain how anthropogenic climate change is contributing to one (1) of the environmental issues listed above 

and describe some important impacts of that process. Describe two (2) initiatives that have been put in place to 

manage these impacts and assess their effectiveness. 

OR 

Question 10 

Choose one (1) of the following: 

▪ deforestation 

▪ the expansion/intensification of agriculture 

▪ rangeland modification 

▪ land and soil degradation 

▪ irrigation 

▪ land drainage 

▪ land reclamation 

▪ urban expansion 

▪ mining. 

With reference to specific examples, discuss the environmental consequences of one (1) form of land cover 

change due to human activity. Describe the nature and implementation of one (1) existing program that is 

designed to address the impacts on the land affected, and assess the effectiveness of that program. 

OR Section D continues 
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Section D continued 

Question 11 

Choose one (1) of the following: 

▪ a mineral ore or fossil-based energy resource 

▪ a food or fibre-based commodity 

▪ a complex manufactured commodity  

▪ a commodity typical of the “weightless” or service-based economy. 

Discuss the role played by technological advances in changing the distribution and consumption of one (1) 

selected commodity, good or service. With reference to specific examples, describe some important implications 

of these changes for people and places, and assess their impact both now and into the future. 

OR 

Question 12 

Choose one (1) of the following cultural elements: 

▪ fashion 

▪ a sport or leisure activity 

▪ music 

▪ religion 

▪ language 

▪ architecture 

▪ political ideas. 

Describe the geographical spread and distribution of one (1) cultural element and discuss two (2) factors that 

have contributed to this pattern. Using specific examples, explain some of the economic and social implications 

of this pattern and assess their impact now and into the future. 
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