2022 ASSESSMENT REPORT
JPN315114 - JAPANESE

Oral Examinations

FEEDBACK ON STUDENT PERFORMANCE
GENERAL FEEDBACK

Students had generally prepared well for this section of the exam. It was pleasing to see that
most students were forthcoming in asking for questions to be clarified or repeated and were
able to do so using Japanese. Most students elaborated on answers without further prompting
and tried to use a variety of grammar structures. It was heartening to see many students
successfully conquer their nerves and persevere with trying to understand and answer
challenging questions.

DETAILED FEEDBACK

L5 LB £ B
e Students are encouraged to ask for a question to be repeated; £ > —EHFEWLNLE T

s W o T

/& 2 T Z&LY, rather than just say, 12H\Y £ A, This is because it is difficult

for examiners to know if the student doesn’t understand the question, how to answer,
?:3,‘:..5. TRELS
or doesn’t know the answer. For example, when answering the question ; F4%X & % 3%

Be
Lf-RGIZETSH5DHLY TT M, (What do you plan to do after you graduate

school?)

e Many students had difficulty understanding the question word: LY, such as in the
L <
question, LNDTE # & L £ 9 A\, asking for clarification of the meaning of LYD. On

fzAL&ES U
the other hand, the question: F & H (X LD TY A was well understood and

answered. This shows that students may have memorised questions based on key words
rather than understanding question words separately.

e The phrase, £FE L FE L 7= seemed to challenge some students who often asked for

clarification of the meaning of this word.

(AY:~) S A

= AIE
e Some students were unfamiliar with the word B{Z5 as in KZ8EZ L EITH

e Asin previous years, expressions of time and duration of time were often confused, such
as saying 3 B¥[H] instead of 3 B¥. Practice on differentiating these two, is advised. 4

was often pronounced as & A/ U rather than & U,
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e Students are advised to provide answers using the same structure(s) contained in the
Wz T2

Ly
question. This was particularly important with questions suchas RDFIELVE LA (T

I .
NEGBYFEEAD, -AZLEITFNIELZY FEAD, Even when the question
was understood, the answer was often given just using L’ &9 The oral exam is an

opportunity for students to show their skills and marks could not be given for structures
that were not produced.

Students who performed well on the oral examinations

e showed characteristics which reflect the TASC standards for an ‘A’ rating outlined for
Criterion 2.

Students who were less successful in the oral examination
e often needed questions clarified
e gave answers which were often interspersed with English
e had difficulty expanding on answers

e used English pronunciation of ‘Katakana’ vocabulary.

Written Examinations

Section A — Listening and Responding

QUESTION |
MARKING TOOL
a)  If they have/there is (0.5) this (0.5) scarf (0.5) in green (0.5) (2)

b)  They don’t have green (0.5) anymore (0.5) but have yellow (0.5), purple (0.5) & white
(0.5) (2.5)

c)  Mum (0.5) likes (0.5) it/green, she wants (0.5) something in that colour/green (0.5) (2)
d) 2 green hairbands and | black hairband (2)

e)  Next (0.5) Thursday (0.5) (1)

f) New (0.5) birthday card (0.5) with a picture (0.5) of the cake (0.5) (2)

g) 1530 (0.5) yen (0.5) (1)

h)  Yes (0.5), he is happy (0.5) with the purchase because mum would like the present, he
got a good deal, he purchased it etc. (1.5) (2.5)
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DETAILED FEEDBACK

a)  “this” was often missed out in answers.
b)  “anymore” was picked up by very few students; “black” and “yellow” were often mixed
up.

c)  Information that was missing from many students was “something in that colour”.
d)  This was done well by the majority of students.
e)  This was done well by the majority of students.

f)  This question proved quite difficult for many students — “picture of cake” was not well

’

understood. Many students thought that it was about a card and cake. The word “new’
was also often not picked up on.

g)  Quite a variety of differing numbers were written as answers: (5300,5110, 1130,1500,
1550,354, 1240, 3500, 5310, 3300, 1780, 500, 10100).

h) “happy” was not well picked up on.

QUESTION 2

MARKING TOOL

a)  No (0.5), because he said, “nice to meet you” (1) (1.5)

b)  Trip (0.5) with exchange student(l) group / students (0.5) (2)

c) It snows (0.5) a lot (0.5) summer (0.5) was not that (0.5) hot (0.5) and was short (0.5)
3)

d)  About (0.5) 2 (0.5) years (0.5) (1.5)
e) It's really (0.5) cold (0.5) and the wind (0.5) is cold (0.5) (2)
f) Swim at the beach (I) and go camping (1) and things like that / so on...(0.5) (2.5)

g)  To see (0.5) the ocean (0.5) because it’s really (0.5) blue (0.5) and pretty (0.5) (2.5)

DETAILED FEEDBACK
a)  This was done well by most students.

b)  The word “group” was often missed out in answers. Many answers included information
about English teaching and the teacher being sick which was not mentioned in the text.

c)  Many answers were missing a lot of details.

d)  The word “about” was often not included in answers.
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e) “D&71=LV" was not well picked up on.

f) Many answers said “go” to the beach, instead of “swim” at the beach. ~7=l was
often not represented in answers.

g)  ‘“‘see” was often missing from answers.

QUESTION 3

MARKING TOOL

a)
b)

h)

No (0.5), In (0.5) grandfather’s (0.5) book (0.5) (1.5)

The place (0.5) called (0.5) Sky Building (0.5) in Osaka (0.5) (2)

Too (0.5) long (0.5) not (0.5) cool (0.5) (2)

Kobe (0.5) in Hyogo (0.5) (1)

Really (0.5) Tall (0.5) and looks like / resembles (0.5) dad (0.5) a little (0.5) (2.5)
German (0.5) and Chinese (0.5) (1)

Because he went (0.5) to Australia (0.5) after (0.5) graduation (0.5) uni (0.5) (2.5)

Travel (0.5) to Sydney (0.5) to (0.5) see (0.5) Takashi (0.5) next year (0.5) (2.5)

DETAILED FEEDBACK

a)  “grandfather” was often mixed up with the word for “uncle”.

b)  Not many answers contained the full information, with “a place called~" lacking.

c)  “not cool” appeared to be hard to pick up on; “too” long was often not well picked up
on.

d)  Many students wrote KOOBEN, instead of Kobe, and most answers lacked the
prefecture information (Hyogo).

e)  This was not answered well. Many students thought that the father looked small.

f) This was answered well.

g) Many students wrote “lives” in Australia, rather than, “went to” Australia. “Graduated”
was often missing from answers.

h)  Quite well answered.
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QUESTION 4

MARKING TOOL

a)

Morning (0.5) Japan (0.5) (1)
Two (0.5) baby (0.5) monkeys (0.5) were born (0.5) (2)
4 (0.5) PM (0.5) last (0.5) Tuesday (0.5) (2)

She was very (0.5) tired (0.5) but (0.5) she is fine (0.5) after (0.5) having a rest (0.5) for
the day (0.5) (3.5)

Drink milk (1), climb tree (1), play together (1) (3)
Think (0.5) of names (0.5) send (0.5) them by (0.5) the 20th (0.5) (2.5)

0419673285 (1)

DETAILED FEEDBACK

a)
b)

g

A good portion of answers lacked “good morning/morning”.
“2” was often lacking from answers.

“Saturday” and “Tuesday” were sometimes confused. Often “4pm” was missing from
answers.

This proved to be quite hard for students. Many details were missing from answers.

Many answers mentioned things about “eating”, which was not required. “Drink milk”
— done well, “climb trees” less well, “play” picked out well, but not “together”.

This proved to be hard for students to fully understand. It was rare to see a student
provide the information of “by the 20th” in answers.

This was done really well. Some students wrote the same sequence of numbers twice!

GENERAL FEEDBACK FOR WRITTEN EXAM, SECTION A

Students generally performed well, on what is often a challenging section of the exam.

Students are reminded to give as much detail as possible in answers, listening for adverbs,

such as ‘a little’, ‘too’ etc. Students are encouraged to be guided by the number of allocated

marks as to how much detail is expected. Whilst the majority of students were strong on

single-digit numbers, such as in telephone numbers, many students found large numbers

challenging, such as in prices. Students are also encouraged to listen for grammatical structures

that provide detailed meaning, such as ~7=t) ~7-1).
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Written Examinations

Section B — Reading and Responding

PART I
QUESTION 5
MARKING TOOL

a)  Mum’s (0.5) easy (0.5) to make (0.5) lunch (0.5) (2)

b)
Ingredients (Japanese) Quantity (English)
tEZ 8
LIV | cup
F—x 50 grams
~ I Rx—R A little
INH — 20 grams
V—A lots

c)  Things they like (1) and things in season () (2)

d)  They always (0.5) sell them (0.5) and they are not too/that (0.5) expensive (0.5) (2)
e)  Chilli sauce (0.5) because it’s more (0.5) delicious (0.5) (1.5)

f) Supermarket (0.5)

g)  Egg (0.5), cut (0.5) vegetable (0.5), cheese (0.5) and mayo (0.5) (2.5)

h)  Chopsticks (1)

i) Half (1)

i) Put (0.5) a seaweed (0.5) heart (0.5) on top (0.5) (2)

k)  Eat the dish with the family (1)
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DETAILED FEEDBACK

a)  The 3\ in 2 < Y £ 3> was often translated as cheap, rather than easy.

b)  The kanji &> L was often not recognised, however this question was generally answered

very well.
c)  Students often included the first part in their answer but not the second part.

d)  Answers such as, always available were accepted, however some students translated &

7=
¥ Y& < 72\ as inexpensive, which did not give students the opportunity to show their

understanding of % V.
e) DI% D DS was often translated as a superlative (tastiest), rather than a comparative
(tastier).

f) This was answered very well by most students.
g)  Many students did not include the word cut in their translation of ¥ - 72 X \»,

h)  This was answered very well by most students.

i) This was answered well by most students; however, some students wrote 20 grams of
butter as the answer, showing that they had not picked up on the ingredient mentioned
in the previous question.

i) This question was generally answered well, although some students did not give all
required details.

k)  This was answered very well by most students.

QUESTION 6

MARKING TOOL

a)  White (0.5) puppy (0.5) (1)

b)  29% (0.5) April (0.5) 1986 (0.5) in Kyoto (0.5) (2)

c)  Second year of junior high school (1) in spring (0.5) because of her father’s (0.5) work
(0.5) (2.5)

d) It It was difficult (0.5) to make (0.5) friends (0.5) (1.5)
e)  She often listened (0.5) to music (0.5) while reading (0.5) books (0.5) (2)

f) Essay (0.5)
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g)  She borrowed (0.5) CD (0.5) from the library (0.5) and went / returned (0.5) straight
(0.5) home (0.5) (3)

h)  Various (0.5) countries (0.5) such as America (0.5) and France (0.5) (2)

i)  She wants (0.5) children (0.5) to know (0.5) the stories (0.5) that she wrote (0.5) and
become (0.5) happy (0.5) (3.5)

) She became (0.5) ill (0.5) and stopped (0.5) writing (0.5) books (2)

k) They will be going to the cinema (0.5) to watch (0.5) the movie (0.5) “White Puppy”
(0.5) (2)

DETAILED FEEDBACK
a)  This was answered very well by most students.

b)  Many students answered the ‘when’ part of the question but not the ‘where’.
c)  Many students missed 7 spring in their answer.

d)  This was answered quite well by most students.

e)  Many students missed X < often, and 72 2% & while, in their answers.

f)  This question was mostly answered well.

g)  Some students mistook the question to mean after graduating school.
h)  Many students missed various i (\> A5 \»A)4 7z and/or such as 7z &,

i) This question proved challenging to many students with many students paraphrasing the
answer and missing details.

i) This question was answered quite well by most students.

k)  Some students did not mention where people will be going or missed the opportunity

to show they understood the meaning of 7z % in their answer.

PART 2
QUESTION 7 - RESPONDING IN ENGLISH

MARKING TOOL

a)  THPUHXEH (1.5)

by TxY(l)
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) A—AFFZVTRET, )b, llkoTEZr6TT, (1)(2)
d) FTIKERATDEVHZ L2 hd>72TT, (1)(2)

e) i zE. NABFHEARETL2AEL T, (DB LE-oTLEY A
5T3 (). (2)

fy  AVEALVDORZIATEOD Y TLE, (1)

g) NATHRYL IS, ()

hy Z+m22rvxd, (1)

) HEARZEETIEMN)BZLEIADELTT, (1))

i) LeLAZEo72h, YA TS0, 20072 LET, (2)
k) BYtRbPvEFIEIHDRFIL DD Y TT, (1)

) AT nFhEicEerc). LEL2EHLHTI(). (2)

m) 3 (0.5). TSV ET(), (1.5)

DETAILED FEEDBACK

a)  This was answered well by most students.

b)  This was answered well by most students.

3%
c)  Many students missed % in their answer.
d)  Some students did not include details, such as 3 Z < very. &% Y not very. Some
students gave answers that indicated that the question was not well understood.
e)  Some students did not include both parts of the answer.
f) This was answered well by most students.

g)  This was generally answered well by most students. Many students included information
for the next answer, in their answer to this question.

h)  This was answered well by most students.
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i) This question was generally answered well, although some students did not give the

required detail by only writing, IKfff]23 72 X A 5 5

) This was answered well by most students.
k)  This was answered well by most students.

) This question was generally answered well, although some students did not write both
parts of the answer.

m)  Many students did not give a sufficient reason for why they answered [Z\> to this

question.

GENERAL FEEDBACK FOR WRITTEN EXAM, PART 2

Questions 5 and 6 in this part required the student to read passages in Japanese and answer
questions in English. Students generally performed well on these questions. Successful

students gave detailed answers and made good use of a dictionary to precisely translate words
T RA
such as {F3. Students are advised to pay careful attention to questions which require two-

part answers such as location and time.

Students are advised to translate sentences more literally so as not to miss important detail,

suchas » £ 0 72 < 72>  not that expensive.

Students are advised to look for answers to direct information questions (Type | questions)
directly before or after the key words and be aware that questions/answers are in order of
the information given in the text. For example, in Question 6 g), students often answered the
question using information from further down the passage, reading the question to mean after

graduating, rather than after school *“£fX D 1%’ which was in the passage.

Question 7 required students to read passages in Japanese and answer in Japanese. Answers
did not need to be in full-sentence form. This part proved to be a little more challenging.
Sometimes students misunderstood the question, resulting in an incorrect answer. Students
are advised to have a thorough knowledge of question words. Students are advised not to
paraphrase what is written in the passage. Answers required a good understanding of the
question and to show the ability to locate relevant information in the passage. Often students
who paraphrased, missed important details and made it difficult for markers to award full
marks. Students are also advised to carefully copy/write Kanji from the passage in their
answers. Some students left answers blank or did not complete this part, showing that they
had had some time management issues and/or found this section challenging.
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Written Examinations

Section C - Writing

PART |
QUESTION 8 — DETAILED AND GENERAL FEEDBACK

This part of the exam required students to follow instructions in English and write in Japanese,
giving as much detail as possible, within the word limit. Markers looked for all necessary
details, all required Kanji, Katakana and Hiragana to be written correctly and for all structures
to be accurately used. Students are advised to be quite literal in their translation, as moving
away from the English instructions resulted in students missing some detail, including required
Kaniji and structures.

Most students answered this question well. Most students correctly remembered to include
the detail about ‘looking for a babysitter’ in their answer, however, some students translated

‘look for’ as . ¥ 3 (look), rather than X 2L T\> % 9, Many students translated

‘cheerful’ as 5 L L \» or ¥ IF A 23>\, For the latter translation, it was clear that students
had looked up the word in the dictionary and had written down the first entry. Students are
advised to read all entries before deciding on the best translation. & IF A 23\>\» can be
translated as cheerful, as in, in good spirits, whereas, the word markers were looking for was

& 7> % > which was a later entry, describing a positive disposition. Many students did not
include the word 227> Y £ ¥, in translating, ‘It takes 40 minutes’, and the structure for ‘have

to’ proved challenging to some students. The kanji *}* was often written incorrectly. Students

%

D
should note that when using the verb 3 %, the correct particle is I, not %, as was often

seen. Most students produced the structure, —7z 9, 729 LE¥ 3 and 226, £T well

PART 2

QUESTIONS 9, 10, 11, 12, I3 — GENERAL FEEDBACK

This part of the exam required students to choose one question, from a choice of five, and
write a short passage of 300-350 characters on the chosen topic. Question 9 was
overwhelmingly the question most chosen by students, with questions || and 13, the least
popular. This year, some students left this part of the exam blank or wrote very little, revealing
possible time-management issues. As this part of the exam is weighted more heavily than Part
I, Question 8, students are advised to be careful about managing their time to ensure that
they attempt this part of the exam.
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More successful students for this section of the examination:
e wrote approximately 300-350 characters
e used both simple and complex vocabulary

e attempted a wide range of complex grammatical structures with correct verb
conjugation

e wrote on topic
e showed good control of tense, particularly past tense of verbs and adjectives

e showed high levels of accuracy with spelling, particles and grammar

used Kanji where required.

Less successful students:
e wrote under the required character length
e used only simple vocabulary

e used mostly simple sentence structures OR attempted more complex sentence
structures, but did not master verb conjugation or tense changes in verbs and adjectives

e may have written off-topic
e did not show good control of tense or may have mixed polite and plain Japanese

e showed several inaccuracies in their writing whether it be spelling of Katakana words,
particle errors or grammatical errors

e did not use all the required Kaniji.

Section B of the writing section was marked according to the Criterion 4 standards as
outlined in the TASC course document for Japanese - [PN315114.
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