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2023 ASSESSMENT REPORT
JPN315114 - JAPANESE

Oral Exam (Criterion 2)

General comments

The Japanese oral examinations were conducted in the last week of October and first week of November
2023. Students took part in an interview with two examiners which lasted approximately 10-12 minutes.
They were questioned on their basic details (name, age, birthday, place of residence), family, school life,
daily routines, hobbies, leisure activities, likes/dislikes, helping at home, friends, part-time work and future
plans. Most students seemed well-prepared for this part of the exam with students generally showing
confidence and a knowledge of the structure and expectations of the oral exam. The following points from
the examiners highlight characteristics of students who performed very well and those who were less

confident.
Students who performed well:

e understood all questions or were able to clarify a word or two using Japanese
e used a variety of Level 3 structures and vocabulary

e responded fluently and naturally

e included some natural expressions like expressing humility

e maintained polite T9 - & 9 Japanese throughout the whole conversation

e mastered past-tense verbs and adjectives.

Advice for weaker students:

e Itis important to use as many Level 3 structures as possible. A simple way of doing this is to give an
I2FA

answer using the same structure as the question. For example: Q: BARIZfTo1=Z & HY FT
Mo ArlFLY, 72012 ERHY ET ., Instead of just [V or (LY, Y ETF, Even though

the second one is quite a natural response, it doesn't show evidence of understanding the grammar.

e Students are encouraged to use Japanese to clarify words or questions when they do not
understand, rather than resort to English.

e Students need to prepare responses to a wide range of topics, not just family, school and friends.
Weaker students struggled to communicate beyond these topics.
Mol S he
e Some students responded to questions such as DK TXIZZE LET H\ by using the T-
form, rather than =Y, f=Y LE 9, Using T implies a sequence of actions (and then, and then),
which was not always appropriate for these types of questions.
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e Students are encouraged to listen to the end of the question to determine the appropriate tense
(past, present, future) in formulating the answer.

e Some students used — & Aswhen talking about their own family members. When referring to family
members in Japanese, students are advised to use the title (#IZ. LVH 5 & etc)*most natural, or
‘name’ without & A.

e Woeaker students failed to complete sentences fully, with some students giving the first part of an
answer and not adding the verb (T9 = —F 9),

e A number of students used the phrases, [>T —% L &E9 ] insteadof ¥ T—FHUFE
91 (have a shower), [ 5. ZZEFTJ | instead of [EH X FETF | (get dressed) and answered

If A=
questions about things or places with [JT5Xi] rather than LMY (good) or [ZE X0H\(lively).

e Some students confused the pronunciation of numbers when combined with other Kanji: £ (L
B & LY) instead of %% & LY and EEF(4 742 L) instead of L 5 L.

Section A: Listening and Responding Criterion |
4 Questions, 60 minutes
General comments

Four spoken texts were presented, and students were asked to respond to questions about the texts in
English. As with previous years, Section A: Listening and Responding section of the exam proved more
challenging than Section B: Reading and Responding. Whilst most students understood the general content
of the passages well, full marks were only given to those students who answered questions in detail.
Students are reminded that all answers are to be in English, so when giving reasons for answers, students
will need to translate what they hear, not just write verbatim from the passage in Japanese. Students are
encouraged to answer questions more literally, rather than summarising information, to avoid missing key
vocabulary in their answers.

Question |

Solutions

a) i. Someone is moving house / moving to a new house/someone built a house ()

ii. Someone / a removalist is helping them to move/ owner says the new house is done / asking
where to put things (1) (2)

b) near / close to (0.5) the kitchen (0.5) (1)

c) 4(1)

d) 2 (0.5) (of the) chairs/them (0.5) (1)

e) beautiful (1)

f) in the living room (1) behind (I) the lounge / couch / sofa (0.5) (2.5)
g) i. friend (0.5) will come (0.5) and take (0.5)

ii. long time ago (0.5) (their) friend’s (0.5) grandfather (0.5) painted/drew it / (the picture) (0.5)(3.5)
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h) in (0.5) the rubbish bin / trash can (0.5)
she (0.5) it broke (0.5) and can’t be used (0.5) (anymore) (0.5) (3)
TOTAL I5

Comments

¢ In general, students found this question the most challenging.
e More successful students referred to the text when giving a reason, in answer to question a)ii.
e Key vocabulary for location was often missing or mistaken such as in questions b) near, f) behind.

e Question g) proved challenging for many students with answers missing some of the detail required
for full marks.

Question 2
Solutions
a) Japan (0.5) Tasmania (0.5) (1)
b) Every year (0.5) May (0.5) (1)
c) Children’s Day (1)
d) Make (I) carp streamers/koinobori/carp kites (0.5) (1.5)

e) Made using/made from (0.5) recycled (0.5) or easily composted (0.5) things (0.5) and so on/etc (0.5)
(2.5)

f) Supports (0.5) Hobart/it. (0.5) / Gives (0.5) support (0.5) (1)

g) Monkeys (1)

h) Wombats (0.5) and wallabies (0.5) (1)

i) Pictures (1) (of wombats) (1)

j) They love them (1)

k) Took photos (0.5) of places (0.5) that they like (0.5) (1.5)

[) People in Tasmania /Tasmanian people (0.5) can know (0.5) more (about) Japan (0.5) (1.5)

TOTAL I5

Comments

e Markers were looking for detail in the question b), with inclusion of ‘Every year’, not just ‘May’.

e More successful students were able to include the key words ‘made from’ and ‘and so on/etc’.

e Note that the weighting of marks for questions d) and e) were adjusted to better reflect the detail.

e Question k) was most challenging, with less successful responses missing one or more of the three
pieces of key information. Students are reminded to include as much detail as possible in their
answers.
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Question 3
Solutions
a) By bullet train/shinkansen (1) (from) tomorrow (1) (2)
b) i. Hotel (0.5)
ii. Wants (0.5) to leave/put (0.5) his luggage (0.5) (2)
c) Tokyo station (1) Shinjuku station (1) (2)
d) Where is (0.5) the most (1) fun (0.5) and interesting (0.5) place (0.5) (3)
e) Tokyo (0.5) Skytree /Sky 3(0.5) (1)
f) Likes high (0.5) places (0.5) (1)
g) Good/clear weather day (1)
From the top (of Skytree) (1) you can see far away (I) and it is very (0.5) pretty/ beautiful (0.5) (4)
TOTAL I5

Comments

e In general, students performed most strongly on this question.

e Many students found question b)ii. difficult, despite correctly answering question b)i with the
vocabulary item $ Z 7=\ (want to put/leave) proving to be challenging for most students.

e Stronger students provided detail in questions d) and g).

e Sky 3 was also accepted as a possible answer as the English number ‘3’ can be pronounced as *J !)
—. Students who were unfamiliar with this landmark were therefore given marks for this
interpretation of *J 1) —.

Question 4
Solutions
a) Baseball (0.5) (0.5)
b) When he was 3 (I) with his parents (1) (2)
¢) Loud/annoying (0.5) very (0.5) scary (0.5) (1.5)
d) In April (0.5) of first grade / grade | (1) (1.5)
e) Osaka (0.5) Tigers (0.5) (1)
f) At his friend’s house (I) watching (baseball) on TV / television (1) (2)
g) Grade 2 () with his aunt (0.5) and uncle (0.5) (2)
h) 9 years (1) he wants (0.5) to become (0.5) a professional (0.5) (2.5)
i) After school (1) practice from 4:00 to 6:30pm / for 2.5 hours (1) (2)

TOTAL I5
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Comments

e In general, students performed comparatively well on this question.

e Many students missed writing ‘April’ for question d). Students are reminded to give as much detail
as possible and look to the marks given, as a guide to how much information could be needed.

e In question f), many students wrote about watching TV with a friend, however, for full marks to be
given, ‘at friend’s house’ was needed. Students are encouraged to write answers more literally,
rather than summarising information heard.

Section B: Reading and Responding Criterion 3
4 Questions, 60 minutes
General comments

The first two texts involved answering questions in English, whilst the third text required a response in
Japanese. As with previous years, students performed more strongly in Section B: Reading and Responding
compared to Section A: Listening and Responding. Students were generally able to read the required Kanji
and had good comprehension of the more complex grammar structures found in this course.

Part A: Question 5
Solutions
a) During (0.5) a maths (0.5) lesson (0.5) /7:03 PM *written on picture (1.5)
b) (Mr/Ms/Mrs/Miss) Yamada (0.5)
c) i. No (0.5)
ii. (Akiko says that) you mustn’t (0.5) use (0.5) a mobile (0.5) at school (0.5) (2.5)
d) i. Akiko (0.5)

N—

ii. (Sachiko tells her) don’t (0.5) need to () to worry (1)
e) ORit’s okay (1) the teacher (0.5) is not (0.5) watching (0.5) (3)
f) i. English (0.5)
ii. No (not at all) (0.5) (1)
g) i. New (0.5) anime (0.5)
ii. She heard (0.5) it was good (0.5) (2)
h) Hard to understand (1)

i) i. Foreign/English movie (1) ii. (in order to) study English (0.5) OR i. Romance movie (1) ii. says it’s
good. (0.5) (1.5)

i. 6:15 (1)
j) After (0.5) club (0.5) in front of (0.5) gym (0.5) (2)
k) Eat (0.5) udon (0.5) (1)
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[) Naughty/fun/daring etc () because...(2)*one mark for each piece of supporting evidence (3)
TOTAL 20

Comments

e Some students confused the speakers when answering the questions. This was taken into
consideration by markers when allocating marks.

e Students are encouraged to be more literal when giving reasons, such as in question c) where
markers were looking for key words; don’t need/ isn’t watching. Students must write answers in
English, therefore reasons taken from the passage must be translated.

e Students are encouraged to read the questions carefully, making sure all pieces of information are
given, such as in question j), where some students only gave one part of the answer.

e Students were given marks for a variety of answers for question |), provided they could justify their
answers using information from the text, in English.

Part A: Question 6

Solutions

a) Other (0.5) — people who use something other than Brand A or Brand B (0.5) (1)
b) Battery life (1), quality of the camera (1), price (1), design (1), ease of use (1) (5)
c) Which apps (0.5) they often (0.25) buy (0.25) (1)

d) Number of hours (1) of use (0.5) per day (0.5) (2)

e) Brand A (1)

f) Social media (1) and games (1) (2)

g) 2-4 hours (1)

h) Between 600 (0.5) and 1000 (0.5) yen (1)

i) Least/few / not many (1)

j) Ride on trains (0.5) eat (0.5) (1)

k) Popular types (0.5) of mobile phones / mobiles (0.5) with people under 20 (0.5) in Japan (0.5) Yes,
that is what the questions and results are about (2) OR No, because the questions and results are
about more than just popular phones. (2) (4)

TOTAL 20
Comments

e Students generally performed strongest on this question of this section of the exam.
e Some students wrote ‘cheap’ as a meaning for #3272 A/ (price). Students are reminded to translate

words more literally to ensure full marks are given.
e Some students missed writing ‘per day/ in a day’ for question d). Students are encouraged to write
answers as fully as possible.

e Question k) proved most challenging for students, where the word > 7>(below/under) was missed
by many students.
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Part B: Question 7
Solutions
a) XY —%5—(0.5) (0.5)
by = (1) (1)
c) L\WYZ (0.5), &TH (05 LT H (05, (1.5)
d) 9 0(0.5) FE(A— FJL)0.5) (1)
e) [FRLT-[EOWL (), EBEKEFLEAZENTEFINS(). (2)
f) i L\LVE(0.5).
i. MBN() DATAIZ() RS ENTEET - =aFT(1) 3.5)
g) EIL05)BOS)DAILA Y OSSN T —05)TEH5ZFET(0.5), (2.5)
h) 77(0.5). &(0.5). < A(0.5). H(0.5) (2)
) (LB =(0.5)7(0.5)F(0.5) (1.5)
) ©ILLLGYFET, (05) —FF(0.5) # 7 (0.5), (I.5)
kf RO—2—ZEBUL\ =L A
RY—=B—IZZ&5#DHBIA
BEALZLA
YRTFAFTITLIATEEOLTVE
MAZ &SI EMNANZ DU Letc (any one of these) (3)
TOTAL 20

Comments

e Students generally found this question to be the most challenging of this section of the exam.
e Students should write \>\» 2+ [d\>(yes/no) at the beginning of questions that ask for this type of

answer, before giving the reason. Some students wrote the reason only. Students are encouraged
to look at the marks given to determine how detailed their answers should be.
e In this section of the exam (Part B: Question 7) students are encouraged to use the wording of the

question to help them find the answer in the text. For example, question e) contains the phrase, [

R L T 21T < ], so students should look for the sentence that contains this phrase. Whilst

this method will not always hold true for every exam, it may have helped students find the correct
answer for questions e) and f).

e  When copying answers from the text, students are reminded to pay careful attention to verb
endings and kanji, ensuring that they are written correctly in the answer.

e Some students did not write the first part of the answer for question j), ¥ 3 72 Y £ 3,
Markers were looking for both parts of the answer to award full marks.
e Markers were looking for more sophisticated answers than just “7*“£or other one-word answers,
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for question k). Students are encouraged to use the marks given as a guide to the length or
sophistication of answers.

Section C: Writing Criterion 4

Part A of the writing examination guides student in a response to a situation outlined in the question. Part
B of the writing examination asked students to select a topic from five questions presented covering the
following text-types: email/letter, diary entry, conversation script, profile and story. Students are required
to answer the questions using Japanese, including all prescribed Kaniji, vocabulary and structures. The
general observation of the writing exam this year is that many candidates potentially spent too much time
on Part B: Listening and Responding or Part C: Writing Question 8. This resulted in many candidates not
having sufficient time to produce adequate quality or quantity of work in Question 9. Time management is
a key skill in the exam. Having good vocabulary and Kaniji reading and writing skills would reduce the
amount of time spent on dictionaries, allowing candidate to complete the exam efficiently.

Part A: Question 8

In this question, the candidates were required to translate the provided English passage using appropriate
sentence structures and words accordingly. The assessment was based on how accurately the candidates
used the simple and complex sentences. The markers also carefully looked at the use of required Katakana

and Kanji words.

Solutions *possible

TEAOHIIZFEPLBEETT, ¥ T7—HUTz, BIZIFAIZTD 2 F—R MIBLILM -T2
FE. FESEMDT o, VAZEZ DB, REFLLGAL, TLETZ21—RZER
fzo CHIARE+TERICENKDES>EITA (A7) TREEZRWNIToT, TOANIZFAD
SBVEREPT 507,

Possible structures

[F4< T
Past tense 22z k=R
hot:
TH A - 1TE EJ
Mo -DT AL - HLVE
[Z(at) <
PF < Counter for apple

Possible kanji/katakana (*may not be included)
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H-x S =| ¥ - ]
F—X b = B A * Z:N
R R Al Vo) A
A BF Y +
£l TLE —a1—X hoxx*
X # 3 =

Comments

The candidates were generally successful in using connecting words suchas T#%. [T &, (but) DT

(therefore) etc. Required Katakana words were accurately written most of the time and Kanji characters
suchas TIER., =, B. X. A+ A7 were used correctly by most candidates.

The verb & U E T is irregular when it comes to verb conjugation and it's 3 U 1= in ta form. Even some
of the strong candidates were not able to write it accurately. Only a handful of candidates were able to
write the required relative clause for “The toast | made for breakfast was delicious...”, instead many wrote
“l made a toast, it was delicious”. “l| went to meet...” was missed by majority of the candidates and many

wrote “KFH[ZEVE L =" instead of “KFEIZENZITEFE LT

The word 4-Bi] (AM) was missed a lot in the passage; the candidates are reminded to pay attention to

detail and write as much information as possible in this task to be successful.

Part B: Question 9

The most popular questions for this question in writing were Question 10 and Question |13. The least
popular question was Question | |. Many students wrote about music enthusiastically in their exam;
however, most of their writing was just using simple sentences like “FAlX... DN IFETY, AMNIFETT
M\’ The candidates are assessed on how well they can use complex sentence structures amongst the
simple sentences, so it’'s important for students to have a range of different sentence structures to

showcase their writing skills. Some stronger sentence structures in this question were; “.. ZE < &K Y ... %

HCES3D”FETY, “—[FAFELEANKEF...TT, . ZEAWNZEAHY FIH7, etc.

Prescribed Kaniji characters were written accurately most of the time across the writing exam. There were
some confusions between similar characters such as & and f&] which were understandable. Katakana
characters are very difficult to write accurately, especially when it comes to people’s names, however, the
examiners were generally able to understand what the candidates were trying to communicate.

When assessing, the examiners look for the accurate use of verb forms with sentence structures. Many
candidates attempted to write complex sentences, however, if they were written with incorrect verb
forms, they were unable to receive full marks. In order to improve their writing, students are reminded to

practise and memorise correct verb forms for the sentence structures in this course.
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