2025 ASSESSMENT REPORT
JPN315114 JAPANESE

General Comments

The 2025 Japanese examination highlighted students’ strong engagement with the subject matter,
particularly evident in the oral component where candidates demonstrated thorough preparation.
Performance in the Listening section demonstrated a relatively balanced distribution of marks
across the cohort. The majority of candidates achieved results within the satisfactory range,
indicating consistent comprehension and engagement with the material. A small proportion of
submissions distinguished themselves through exceptional performance, attaining notably high
scores and reflecting advanced listening proficiency. Performance in Section C — Part B (free
writing) showed notable improvement compared to previous years, with most students
successfully completing this section. High-achieving candidates effectively employed a wide range
of level three structures, while less proficient responses tended to rely on basic sentence patterns
and scripted material. To further strengthen outcomes, teachers are encouraged to prioritise the
development of listening skills by incorporating more exposure to native speaker passages, as this
area continues to present challenges for some students.

Oral Component

This component of the exam assesses Criterion 2: Communicate in spoken Japanese

Students who performed strongly in the oral examination demonstrated confidence, employing
sophisticated vocabulary and fluent expression. While a degree of rehearsal in responses is
anticipated, the most successful candidates were able to address spontaneous questions with
accuracy and ease. In contrast, weaker performances were often characterised by limited
structure, frequent hesitation, and an overreliance on pre-prepared answers.

Specific Feedback
It was pleasing to note that most students:

e greeted the examiners appropriately with L Dh i L &34 - LEL L

o were well prepared with answers for warm up questions and predicted questions
e could ask for clarification and repetition of questions, in Japanese.

Some points for future focus could be:

e accuracy of the use of past tense of adjectives
e use of A\ 5 (from) in the answer (%"if&j'(i) SEMBLERBITT
e use of A\ 5 (because) when giving reasons.

e use of T in the sentence 7k/X— I\'C“_&;_iihai L 7=. Some students used [Z
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e answering questions beginning with (\D, outside of %E’EEEI):(IL\’J T9 H, which was

answered well
e order of listing family members and using the familiar term for one’s own family.

Written Component

Section A — Listening and Responding

This component of the exam assesses Criterion 1: Listen and Respond to Spoken Japanese

o When katakana words are used, the English translation must be written. “Yukata” in question
1 was accepted (as too was ‘light summer kimono”) because that is the word we use in
English when describing the item. Shoudo is not accepted, however, because “calligraphy” is
the word commonly used in English.

e Students are advised to translate the whole phase, not just key vocab, when multiple
grammar principles are used. For example, in Question 1, students were required to translate
in Question 1d that Jane wants to “return to Tasmania” rather than just “return”; Jane wants
to “become a university teacher” rather than just the key word “university teacher”; and in
Question 4d, “the wind will become stronger” rather than just “strong winds”.

o Asthisis a Level 3 course, points are not commonly awarded to Level 2 vocab/grammar, but
to Level 3 vocab/grammar. | = & 7' %/ is a significant grammar principle learnt in the

course, so students can expect to be awarded points for including it in their translation.

Question 1

This text presented a significant challenge, requiring candidates to structure their responses
across two characters. Nevertheless, familiar cultural vocabulary items such as origami and
yukata were generally well understood and accurately interpreted.

Question 2

Performance was stronger in this section, with a larger proportion of students achieving high
marks. The most demanding item was Question 2f, assessed out of four marks. While many
candidates correctly incorporated the term “about” when referring to the number of Taiko groups,
responses were also largely accurate in describing the types of classes offered.

Question 3

This question was answered satisfactorily overall. However, some candidates encountered
difficulty with the description of the “strange man,” particularly in recognising that he was taller
than the speaker rather than simply tall.

Question 4

This section proved the most challenging, containing advanced vocabulary and grammatical
structures. Question 4b featured the phrase E® Lo I/ 7 4 TX £9 | , which was difficult
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to translate given its uncommon context. Acceptable answers ranged from “can play golf on top of
the snow” to the simplified “snow golf.” Questions 4d and 4e involved complex weather
references— T5RIZ 1 EETERDZNL LILERFA] and [RIRIT~A T AYEETFRHT
L X 9] —but carried relatively low mark values. These items were frequently misunderstood by
candidates.

Marking Tool

Spoken text 1 — Question 1

Listen to two students speak (Bill and Jane) in front of their Japanese class and then answer all

questions in English, giving as much detail as possible.

What was their What are their Where do they What are their
best memory of plans after year plan to live when future career
Japanese class? | 127? they go to college? | plans?
What happened?
1. School Japan Gap year Apartment Physiotherapist
_ Day / Japan Day o _
Bill | at school / Part time job With older brother | Do a Masters
Japanese
Study Sports (1 mark) (2 marks)
Culture Day at Science
school
. Melbourne
Do calligraphy / . :
did calligraphy University
Wear a yukata / (2 marks) any 2
wore a yukata
Played chopstick
games — 3 out of
4 pieces of info
correctto get 1.5
marks.
(1.5 marks)
2. Every Thursday | Study Russian (College/university) | Return to
dormitory Tasmania
Jane | Japanese Canberra
Assistant/ College/University | (0.5 marks) Become a
teacher came teacher/lecturer
(1 mark) at Uni
Sang songs
Teach Russian
Made/folded/did
origami (2 marks)
(2 marks) 0.5x4
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Spoken text 2 — Question 2

Listen to the spoken text and answer all questions in English, giving as much detail as possible.

a) How old is the history of Taiko? (1 mark) 0.5 x2
2000 years

b) How many taiko groups are there? (1 mark) 0.5 x2
About 4,000

c) Complete the sentence: (2 marks)

Taiko is a really good activity for the body and mental health
d) What other benefits are there of learning Taiko? (2 marks)0.5 x4
Learn about rhythm and beat

Arms get/become strong

e) List three (3) classes available at the Taiko Centre. (1.5 marks)
e Childrens/kids
e Students
e Family
e Taikobics (any 3, 0.5 marks each)
f)  What do you learn about the instructors? (4 marks) 0.5x 8

e fFamous in Japan

e Professional/Pro performers

e Have been in shows abroad/overseas
e Can Speak English

g) The Taiko Centre number is: (0.5 marks)

0120 — 964875
Total Q2 — 12 marks

Spoken text 3 — Question 3

Listen to the conversation with a student and the school receptionist and answer all questions in
English, giving as much detail as possible.

a) Where is the strange person standing? (1 mark)
At the entrance/doorway to the classroom/class
b)  Give a description of the strange person. (3 marks) (6 x 0.5 marks)

e Young

e Male (man)

e Taller than the student/speaker
e Long hair

e Black hair

e Big body
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c) Tick the one (1) correct answer. (1 mark)

O wearing brown clothes, a white hat and sunglasses
[0 wearing grey clothes, a black hat and sandals

[0 wearing brown clothes, a yellow hat and sandals
\ wearing grey clothes, a white hat and sunglasses

d) What does the receptionist suggest doing? (1 mark)
Informing/telling the principal

e) What did the student lose? (1 mark)
Bike key

f)  When was that item last seen? (1 mark) 2 x 0.5

Before lunchtime/lunch (began)

g) Complete the sentence: (1 mark) 2 x 0.5
The library and gym

h)  Why will the student be walking home? (1 mark) 2 x 0.5
There are no buses or trains

i)  What does the receptionist ask the student to do? (2 marks) 4 x 0.5

Write down their name and mobile number on paper
Total Q3 — 12 marks

Spoken text 4 — Question 4

Listen to the news item about the Sapporo Snow Festival and weather forecast on the radio
program and answer all questions in English, giving as much detail as possible.

a) What dates in February next year is the festival? (1 mark) 2 x 0.5
2nd _ 10th
b) List the four (4) activities you can enjoy at Odori Park. (4 marks) 8 x 0.5

e Look at (snow) art

e pretty illumination/lights
e FEat delicious noodles

e (Play) golf on the snow

c) How should you go to Odori park? Why? (2 marks)2x 0.5 +1
Train, subway
no parking

d) What is the weather forecast for Monday to Friday? (1.5 marks) 3x 0.5
e Everyday cloudy
e (Probably*) no rain
e (Probably*) /increase to/ go up to/reach 1 degree * must include once
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e) Apart from lots of snow, what is the weather forecast for the weekend? (1 mark)
e Goes down/drops to -9 degrees
e Get/become windy/ strong wind

f)  What advice is given for people going to the festival at the weekend? (2.5 marks) 5x 0.5
e Wear trousers/pants
e Snow boots

o take/ have/carry * together with
e Jong coat or hat

Total Q4 — 12 marks

Section B — Reading and Responding

High-performing students in Section B gave detailed and accurate responses to the questions.
Weaker responses were lacking in detail and/or did not directly relate to the question. Overall,
students performed most strongly on Question 6, while Question 7 proved to be the most

challenging.

Question 5

a) Which group of Japanese people have ramen in their top 5 foods? (1 mark)
Adult

b) How often do they eat it? (2 marks) 4 x 0.5

About once every 7 days

c) Inwhat way does Japanese ramen differ to Chinese ramen? (2 marks)
Soup flavour

d) List seven (7) reasons why Japanese people love ramen. (7 marks)

e Delicious

e Can eat quickly

e Often want to eat ramen on cold weather days
e Prices from 500 yen to about 1,000 yen

e Very easy to buy

e Ramen can make you fullffill you up

e Shops are open until late & convenient

* TR HARANFESTDWRADHIZ -] was incorrectly translated as,
“There are often cold days...”
*H "7 was incorrectly translated as, “cheap to buy” by some students.
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f)

¢)]

Where did the ramen museum open? (1 mark)
Shin (New) Yokohama

*both ‘Shin’ and ‘New’ were accepted as answers.
*some students did not read the question properly and answered ‘when’ not ‘where’.

What can you learn about in the ramen museum? (1 mark)
History (of ramen)
List three (3) other things to do in the ramen museum. Give details.

(6 marks — 4 x 0.5 marks per idea)
e There are/ ramen /making /workshops
e You can eat/ ramen/ at 7 /shops
e You can buy /souvenirs/ at the /shopping arcade

Total Q5 - 20 marks

Question 6

a)

b)

d)

TASC Assessment Report JPN315114 Japanese 2025
Page 7 of 10
Version 1.1 | March 2025

For whom is kimono rental available? (3 marks)

e Women
e Men
e Children

*Some students wrote “Girls, Boys” instead of “Women, Men” and were not
awarded marks for those words.

Which colours are the rental kimono? (3 marks)

e Red
e Green
e Blue

What happens when you enter the tearoom? (4 marks)
Teacher/ talks /about /tea ceremony
Does /a tea demonstration

List two (2) things you are able to do after you have drunk matcha?
(4 marks)1 x 2 marks per idea
e Take photos /Pretty Garden
e Walk/ in/through nearby temples (and shrines) / in kimono
e Enjoy/ old Japan

(any 8/13 pieces of information @ 0.5 marks each)
How long is the program? (1 mark)

1.5/ One and a half hours

*Occasionally candidates wrote “until 6 pm”, which does not answer the question.




f)

g)

Tick the two (2) correct statements: (2 marks)

O The cost of the program is 9,300 yen.

O You may ask questions during the tea ceremony.
\' You mustn’t use mobile phones in the tearoom.

O After you have returned your kimono, you will be given traditional Japanese
sweets.
\ The centre is closed on Tuesdays.

Do you think this experience caters for foreigners? Why or why not? (3 marks)

Yes
There are/ English/ Chinese/ programs /also

Total Q6 — 20 marks

Question 7

a)

b)

d)

f)
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WO E T REDITITE E LT, (2 marks)
VEMRT « KALw I DAER

LD EFDIMTT D, (2 marks)
b

NUSABBERIIKDH . BROFERIZOW I BWTULEL 25% (2 marks)

EXONPAA

RUELDITHTWVNEER LD X A~ =T OFEDIE 5 D3IV — V3D 72T,
FAEDTTD, HERVETH, EH L TTID, (2 marks)
* Yes/No + Reason

(WVNZ) L BRNVWET, AT DOFEREID RS ADIT->TVND
EREDIE D BIL— LD 7N TT,

L < 7IEWaEnichb &5 TTD, (2 marks)
72V C X 95 T9, *orsimilar answer

ELITEVSSEZERITITRD EHAD, (2 marks)
WNZ, BDSLSBH Y FH A,

*Some candidates failed to start their answer with ‘L > 2" and had
0.5 marks deducted.




g) EIHLTHRATEVRLL 20V EBNETD, (2 marks)
FELEHTERLL TELDROTHRAFZZTOLL RN ERNET,
*Some students missed ‘% U’ and did not receive full marks.

hy 70BN ThHIA7r %2 L0 EBEVWYE L0 20 E R0 LETD, (3 marks)
NSV EIRCE VD NS

Some students answered ‘= A\’ which does not answer the question, ‘741’

i) SAKMAUFBTELEITH, BETIT, (3 marks)
TADREBIEIEATAZVENTE RO TENIEARETIHELET,

Total Q7 — 20 marks
Section C — Writing

Question 8

The sentence “you think that it is important to... a foreign language to develop good
communication skills” proved challenging for many candidates when aligned with the course
content. However, responses were deemed correct provided that candidates were able to

construct a sentence using ...7=&IZ accurately.

A significant number of candidates successfully employed the adverbial construction tEFIZ7 Y 7=
L\ and incorporated sentences such as BABAICA-Y /f72o7=2Y. 3LE DY L
(\TY appropriately in their writing. Common errors included the misuse of v 5 and M T, often
resulting in incorrect sentence order. Additionally, many candidates omitted the required 7= in 7= &
B (\E 9 when expressing the idea “you think that it is important” (K82, KLC. L5 &).

Only a small proportion of candidates demonstrated the ability to use relative clause structures,
such as 725 > =HAGEZE{#H(\ /= (VT (“you want to use the Japanese you have learnt”).

Kaniji usage was generally strong across the cohort. Verb Kanji characters, including 77and &,
were consistently and accurately applied. Overall, candidates performed well in this area.
Markers looked at accuracy in structures and vocabulary used as well as the following key points:

Grammar

T (joining sentence) | 35 &
Crodic 729
72 720 W 5 ]
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B s DT 720 —=7=hF3

7201 L7- HAGE
Kanji/Katakana
H 7 At
EN 4+ o & KD - KU
s N A%
¥ fil

Question 9-13

Most candidates successfully produced essays with the required number of characters, and
notably, all candidates completed this part of the exam, this year. Questions 11 and 13 emerged
as the most popular choices.

Candidates generally demonstrated sound knowledge of sentence structure. Question 13 required
the integration of both past and present tense, and many candidates managed this effectively,
resulting in essays with strong coherence and flow.

Those who selected Question 11 often wrote about their travel plans to Japan. This topic allowed
them to draw on familiar vocabulary, and many accurately employed the sentence pattern ... D %

Y T9. The majority used polite form, though some stronger candidates demonstrated accurate

use of informal language. A recurring observation was that many candidates repeated sentence
structures from their oral examination responses. B-level responses tended to rely on a limited

vocabulary set (e.g., 7. B%. B~ %), whereas A-level responses expanded their writing with
a broader and more sophisticated range of vocabulary.
A-level essays were characterized by fluent expression and frequent use of complex, accurate

Level 3 sentence structures. B-level essays also displayed a reasonable flow and variety of
structures, though errors in verb forms were more common.

It is worth noting that essays need not begin with greetings such as Z A/IZ5 (& or BITK TI H .

Candidates could instead open with a more purposeful sentence, for example, FIX&EF D& & 5
L7=#&a%x 9 %52+ Y TIH, which would save time and enhance relevance.
Overall, candidates are advised to avoid repeating the same sentence structures and instead aim

to demonstrate a wider range of grammatical patterns to showcase their knowledge more
effectively.
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